The Spatial Narratives of Black Manhattan: Guided Tours and their Recounting of Black History
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[W]e are interested 1n the spatial configuration of history—the way historical
stories are arranged to be told in space to produce what we term ‘spatial

narratives’ of history....

But often spatial narratives involve a complex configuration of geographic
elements including buildings, markers, memorials, and inscriptions positioned

with great care to provide a spatial story-line or to capture the key locational and
chronological relations of an historical event.

Azaryahu, M., & Foote, K. E. (2008). Historical space as narrative medium: on the
configuration of spatial narratives of time at historical sites. Geofournal, 73, 179-194.




This project is concerned with the spatial narratives of the city — i.e.
Manhattan.

Unlike the spatial narratives described by Azaryahu and Foote, these are
spatially pieced together narratives.

Narratives conveyed through the routing from one site of narrative matter
to the next, and the next, and the... in order to tell place-based stories.

In this instance place-based stories of Black Manhattan.




June 4, 1917, the Daughters of the
Confederacy unveil the “Southern
Cross” monument in Arlington,

Virginia. (Bettmann/Getty Images)
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The National Memorial for Peace and Justice in
Montgomery, Alabama.
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A Brief
Geographic History of
Black Manhattan

In 1619, the Spanish sailor Jan Rodriguez chose
not to return to the Dutch ship Jonge Tobias.
Instead, he married a Lenape woman and
settled on Manahdhtaan ("the place where we
get bows")

In 1625, the Dutch East India Company
founded the settlement of New Amsterdam at
the tip of Manhattan Island. The Company
brought with them eleven enslaved African
men.
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mostly free Black property owners located
three miles north of New York city at the time.

* Seneca Village (1825-1857) A settlement of

2

[a:H
orDeegan mx?mmms\g

River-Drive
ja:H
B:

[
<
&
,\% DAWJN«D
~
o3
4

HEIGHTS

(CR505 )

Cliffside
Park

e b
iel v
ot
1WT& :
/s
4 T e
el 4 B @
o, & | v 4 w
—ShLC 4 -
] = S
S j
- 7 ) -
‘‘‘‘‘ = ] ,m.u, s A 1
- — - =
..... = e >
o N
dis Q@
_ ™
Gy
jm= o
1o o

|

s
o

L

tod

RIVER

et o

Ko™

e

Cleared to build Central Park.

HUDSON

&

i

=y

MANHATTANVILLE

HEIGHTS

MORNINGSIDE

R!
e:H
@ U
\wm\@ ®;
b
7S
B}
B}
:H
fo:H
e :H
I/ 9ypel1n @!
~
&
<
<
N
QO /4
N/
i /a=)
1 A < (T}
o NS/
=
=
o
o
en) m_
%
b
/'
/l
/l
/l
/0

& ASTORIA

&
5

EAST HARLEM

,§J
) 8
CARNEGIE HILL )
& YORKVILLE

%)
&

O

(%]
é“ MANHATTAN

)

LINCOLN TOWERS
LINCOLN SQUARE




Central Park Was Once Seneca Village,
Home to a Thriving Free Black Community

A graphic history of the community displaced for the vast public park in
1857.

Tn lower Manhattan, most cwic
leaders diSmissed their northern
neighbors as Sq/uaﬂers hving
m filth, who lacked ganful
employment.

Willjams was Jotned
Americans, and goon 2
 free African AMRYIC3MS
Village was born.

The village was_home to
~LI! g +hreQ Churcheg ) Therc was
g A lso & school, housed 1n the

base men+ of o¥
chvrches. S ;

Bub +he fufure srke of | 2T

-\- -

TIn 1825, Andrew Williams, an African
American who worked 3¢ a bootblack
bought three plots of land from carters
John and Elizabeth Whitehead near

present-day 8Uth Street and 3Y Avenve,

AMerica’s first gre at
public park was 3 place
of Immense opportuntty
for thoge priced oyt of
lower ManhaHan, esPeaaI[y
recent mmigeants 44
Afcican Amevicans,

Over half of the fesudents of
Seneca Village owned their
homes ,which wai;;sﬂ;s;
Hne TIML
g,ﬁﬁéga',,yﬁ"éoy RoSenzwei g and
Elizabeth Black™Mar: African -
Amecicdn residents there had a
rate of property owrershe
five times 2§ great as New
Vorkers a$ 2 whole .

by many other Africam
‘ﬂfmvm_q Community of

khown 23S Seneci

Almost all residents werked
n  Service trades, and lived
w  handmade cabts and
shantes.

\ @;ﬁ <>
IWiss==———a

Landowners n Seneca Village
were also able to Vife,
which led to Some African
Atevicans who Ived m lower
Manhattan buylﬂg land In *thne
village to  gam suffrage.
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Figure 2: Second building from the right is the former home of Sebastiaen de Britto, who was
granted six acres by the Dutch in the Land of the Blacks.
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| Figure 4: Fire Engine House Number 55
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(1) Tour starts in front of the

Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture.

(2) Harlem Hospital.
(3) Shiloh Baptist Church.

Columbia
(4) Planet Harlem mural by Paul Deo. KO Mrningside
77 Park
(5) The hotel Theresa. 7 <th S 116 St(@)

(6) The Apollo Theater. 3
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Figure 6: Harlem Hospital
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The Planet Harlem mural by Paul Deo
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Figure 9: The Hotel Theresa
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Figure 10: the Apollo Theater
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